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Rod Quantock OAM 
Rod Quantock is  a  pioneer of  Austral ian comedy 
with more than forty-f ive years in  stand-up, cabaret,  
theatre,  te levis ion and radio.  He is  the only 
comedian to have performed at a l l  30 Melbourne 
International  Comedy Fest ivals  and one of the few 
– perhaps the only – to be awarded an Order of  
Austral ia  for  h is  work.  I t  is  not hyperbole to say 
that he is  an Austral ian legend. 
 
Rod is  known f i rst  and foremost as a very funny 
man but his  reach extends beyond comedy into 
pol it ical  and social  act iv ism. A passionate 
environmental  act iv ist  and advocate for  social  
just ice,  he lobs Molotov cocktai ls  of  mirth at  the 
most ser ious of  subjects.  When you see Rod 
Quantock in act ion,  you can be sure he’ l l  be 
ta lk ing about something of substance; he just  may 
be holding a rubber chicken. 
 
For his  trouble,  Rod has received numerous awards 
over his  45 year career,  but he’s  perhaps most 
proud of h is  2015 Order of  Austral ia ,  h is  2004 
Sydney Myer Performing Arts  Award (putt ing him in 
the company of such arts  luminaries as Geoffrey 
Rush,  Robyn Nevin,  Nick Enright,  Lucy Guerin and 
Paul  Grabowsky)  and his  Honorary Associate 
Fel lowship at  the Inst i tute of  Sustainabi l i ty  at  
Melbourne Univers ity  for  h is  contr ibution to the 
environmental  debate in this  country.  His  career 
and contr ibution are unparal le led. 
 
Rod’s performing career began with a low prof i le  
1954 appearance in the West Coburg Baptist  
Church’s  Nativ ity  Play.  He played the role of  the Guiding Star.  He’s been guiding 
audiences in the Quantock world-view ever s ince.   
 

The remarkable 
thing about Rod’s 
long career is  that 
he has remained a 
contemporary 
stand-up 
comedian,  
evolv ing and 
staying at  the 
forefront of  the 
craft .   

 

 


